
We appreciate that everyone will have a different 
journey; the following is to assist you to plan 
ahead:

There will be no access to Castle Street from Pipers 
Row from Sunday 7 April until Thursday 11 April, 
then from Sunday 13 April until Monday 22 April.  
Whilst this closure is in place all vehicles will need 
to follow the clearly signed diversion route.  Access 
to Castle Street will be available for all vehicles on 
Friday and Saturdays. Access will be maintained for 
businesses on Castle Street whilst parking bays will 
be suspended Sunday to Thursday each week. 

A diversion is in place for access to Pipers Row 
directly from Bilston Street. Vehicles wishing to 
access Pipers Row from the right-hand turn on 
Bilston Street will need to follow the diversion 
via St. George’s Parade and Garrick Street, before 
turning left into Pipers Row. This diversion will be 
in place until signals are installed at the junction 
shortly. 

Pedestrian access is being maintained at all times. 
However, as it is a live work site, pedestrian routes 
may change periodically as the work progresses.

We recommend that you allow extra time, use 
real-time information to plan your trip, use public 
transport if you can and consider re-timing your 
journey, if possible.

For further travel advice, visit: www.
networkwestmidlands.com/keepmoving

Getting Around

Enjoy Wolverhampton this Easter
Spring has finally sprung and Easter is fast 
approaching.  There’s lots to see and do in 
Wolverhampton during the Easter School 
Holidays and Enjoy Wolverhampton, the 
Wolverhampton Business Improvement District, 
will be hosting an Easter Egg hunt, back for its 
fourth year, in the city between Saturday 13 
April and Sunday 28 April.

You can find out more about what’s on in the city by visiting the website of the 
Wolverhampton Business Improvement District: www.enjoywolverhampton.com.

Welcome
Welcome to ‘Tramsforming Wolverhampton’, a 

newsletter designed to keep those working and 

living in the area up-to-date on the progress of 

the Wolverhampton City Centre Metro extension. 

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk

How can I get further 
information?

Alternatively, you can follow: 
company/midland-metro-alliance
@midlandtram
Midland Metro Alliance
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Metro extension work in Pipers Row
Paving work has continued along Pipers Row. The next scheduled section of work is set 
to be in the vicinity of the area where vehicles exit the bus station.  Work will involve 
paving and the installation of overhead line equipment poles. In order to maintain 
access and egress of buses, this work will take place overnight from Sunday 31 March.

Work to continue installation of overhead line equipment at the junction of 
Bilston Street and Pipers Row, and connect it to the equipment already in place at 
Wolverhampton St. George’s Metro Stop, will commence from Saturday 13 April for 
up-to six weeks. This work will involve breaking out of temporary surfacing.

As the project continues, the majority of street scene improvements will be taking 
place at night to minimise disruption to the traveling public and stakeholders in the 
area.
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Milestone for Wolverhampton Railway Station Build

The steel framework for phase one of City of Wolverhampton’s new railway station building is close to completion.

Contractors finished laying the foundations in February, following the demolition of the former British Transport Police building, and a small 
section of the current station building next to Platform 1. Once the remaining tonnes of steel framework are installed, work will begin on lifting in 
floor slabs, laying the block work for the external walls, cladding the building and putting the roof on to make it watertight.

The first section of the new station building is expected to become operational to customers in autumn 2019, when phase 2 of the programme 
– bringing down the remainder of the current station building and completing the new build - will also start. The new state-of-the-art railway 
station building to serve the city will be fully open in summer 2020.

Midland Metro Alliance help to launch a first of its kind 
apprenticeship

An MMA-led apprenticeship scheme in tramway construction has 
been approved by the Institute for Apprenticeships & Technical 
Education (IfATE). Twelve people in the West Midlands will be 
the first to achieve the level two apprenticeship which has been 
designed by employers from the UK’s Light Rail industry.

Among the first cohorts will be Kellyjoe Jones, who is currently 
working as a General Operative on a Midland Metro Alliance 
project. Her studies will include light rail construction skills, traffic 
management, civil engineering and customer service, among other 
key learning areas. 

Speaking about the apprenticeship, Kellyjoe said: “It’s great that 
I’ll be able to get a qualification that will help me progress in 
construction and learn about lots of different aspects of the work 
needed to build a tramway, which will help me to develop a career in 
this sector.”

The qualification is aimed at individuals who want to develop 
a career in the tramway construction environment. Successful 
completion of this apprenticeship will equip operatives with the 
necessary transferable skills and experience essential for light rail 
and urban construction projects across the UK.

Rose Rees, Inclusions Lead, said: “We are so excited to have 
developed this innovative multi-skill apprenticeship - a ‘first’ in the 
UK for the light rail sector - which gives candidates the opportunity 
to gain qualifications and competencies in rail, construction and 
highways. This comprehensive training programme will grow our own 
skilled talent bank to ensure our local workforce meets predicted 
future skills shortages.”

Employability event held in Wolverhampton

The WOW (Work Opportunities Wolverhampton) Employability 
conference was recently held by University of Wolverhampton at 
their new Elite Centre for Manufacturing Skills Hub in Springfield 
which was the former old Springfield Brewery.

Exhibitors at the event included ACCI (African Caribbean Community 
Initiative), HS2, HSBC Bank, West Midlands Ambulance Service and 
West Midlands Police and Midland Metro Alliance amongst others.

The event aimed at young people particularly from Black African, 
Caribbean and dual heritage backgrounds brought together 
businesses and education providers to engage with young people 
and their parents and focussed on Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) subjects in addition to Law, Social 
Sciences and Health. 


