
Construction of Five Ways underpass 
well underway

Works on the Five Ways underpass are well 
underway with the central reservation now 
completely demolished and much of the road 
surface removed.

Planers have been on site removing the layers 
of asphalt in stages to make way for rail to be 
installed.

The underpass was closed earlier in June to 
allow the construction to take place.

Paul Brown, Construction Director at the 
Midland Metro Alliance, said: “It is great 
to see so much progress being made. I am 
extremely proud of the construction team 
who have worked really hard to achieve this.”

Black Sabbath Bridge unveiled

Black Sabbath founders Tony Iommi and 
Geezer Butler unveiled a new bridge named 
after the band in Broad Street on Wednesday.

They arrived to the unveiling on a narrowboat 
while Black Sabbath tribute band Sabbra 
Cadabra performed some of the group’s 
favourite hits.

A heavy metal bench dedicated to the band 
was also unveiled to the public during the 
event, which was organised jointly by the 
Canal & River Trust and  Westside BID.

We appreciate that everyone will have a different journey; the 
following is to assist you to plan ahead:

Paradise Circus is closed in both directions to facilitate the 
Metro construction from Victoria Square to Centenary Square. 
The A38 underpass remains open in both directions. Centenary 
Square is also closed to vehicles, while buses are diverting via 
Sheepcote Street and Bath Row. Traffic on Brunel Street will 
flow in the opposite direction for the duration of the closure.

Five Ways underpass is closed to traffic until 2021 as works 
continue for phase two of the Birmingham Westside extension. 
The roundabout, which runs above the underpass, will remain 
open as usual throughout the closure as will pedestrian and 
cyclist access through the Five Ways concourse.

The lower section of Pinfold Street is only open to vehicles 
accessing Victoria Square House car park while work is 
completed to connect the existing Metro line with the track of 
the new extension.

The junction of Granville Street and Broad Street is closed to 
all vehicular traffic while gas diversion works are underway.

The footpath between Supercuts and No50 in Pinfold Street 
will be closed on Sunday 7 July for waterproofing works.

We recommend that you plan ahead,  consider using public 
transport, walking or cycling if possible. If you do have to 
travel by car, allow more time for your journey and consider 
travelling off-peak if possible. For travel advice, visit: www.
networkwestmidlands.com/keepmoving

Getting Around

Metro extension work this week
Stephenson Street/Pinfold Street
Works have continued this week on the 
pouring of the third phase of decorative 
concrete, while paving works have been 
carried out between the tracks and on the 
footpath.
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Victoria Square
Progress continues to be made on the 
balustrade installation for the retaining wall, 
and the Metro stop platform area has been 
backfilled to allow paving works. Steel fixing 
works have also continued.

Paradise Street 
Track has been installed up to the Easy Row 
subway and towards Broad Street, with first 
and second stage concrete also poured for the 
base of the track.

Broad Street 
The foundation for the tram stop has been 
installed this week.

Five Ways Underpass
The road surface has been removed from 
the inbound carriageway and planing of the 
outbound carriageway has commenced this 
week. For more info, see full story on the right.

Shop reopens after strengthening works

The Mail Boxes ETC. has reopened its doors 
following the completion of strengthening 
works to facilitate the Metro extension.

The shop, in Pinfold Street, which provides 
mailbox services, welcomed customers back 
earlier this week.


