
Trams grow in popularity

Tram journeys in the UK have gone up by 2 per 
cent over the last financial year, figures from 
the Department of Transport have revealed.

A total of 272.4 million passenger trips were 
made last year, the highest since comparable 
figures were first recorded in 1983.

The West Midlands Metro received a record 
number of 7.3 million passengers in 2018 and 
the completion of the Westside extension is 
set to grow passenger numbers further.

On the right track

A milestone has been reached with the 
installation of the first pieces of track on the 
approach to Broad Street.

Twenty metres of tram track has now been 
laid in this section marking another significant 
step forward in the project.

It follows on from the track in Paradise Circus, 
which is nearing completion.

We appreciate that everyone will have a different 
journey; the following is to assist you to plan ahead:

Paradise Circus is closed in both directions to facilitate 
the Metro construction from Victoria Square to Centenary 
Square. The A38 underpass remains open in both 
directions. Centenary Square is also closed to vehicles, 
while buses are diverting via Sheepcote Street and Bath 
Row. Traffic on Brunel Street will flow in the opposite 
direction for the duration of the closure.

Five Ways underpass is closed to traffic until 2021 
as works continue for phase two of the Birmingham 
Westside extension. The roundabout, which runs above 
the underpass, will remain open as usual throughout the 
closure as will pedestrian and cyclist access through the 
Five Ways concourse.

The lower section of Pinfold Street is only open for loading 
vehicles and pedestrians. Access to Victoria Square House 
carpark is via Stephenson Street until further notice.

The junction of Granville Street and Broad Street is closed 
to all vehicular traffic while gas diversion works are 
underway.

We recommend that you plan ahead,  consider using 
public transport, walking or cycling if possible. If you do 
have to travel by car, allow more time for your journey and 
consider travelling off-peak if possible. For travel advice, 
visit: www.networkwestmidlands.com/keepmoving

Getting Around

Metro extension work this week
Stephenson Street/Pinfold Street
Paving works have progressed as planned on 
Pinfold Street while preparations have been 
made for the pouring of decorative concrete.
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Victoria Square
Paving in the tram stop area has been 
completed and concrete has been poured to 
the base of the final section of floating track. 

Paradise Street 
Frames for the tree pits have been installed in 
Paradise Street. Meanwhile, concrete pours 
have continued in Paradise Circus for the base 
of the track. Waterproofing works have also 
been carried out on the Easy Row Subway. 

Broad Street 
Track has now been installed on Broad Street 
and traffic and ducting for the traffic signals 
has moved forward.

Five Ways Underpass
Planing of the road surface is now fully 
complete and tram ducting has been installed 
along the inbound carriageway. 

Lending a helping hand

A team from the Midland Metro Alliance spent 
a day volunteering at an Acorns Children’s 
Hospice store.

They took part in the charity’s shop challenge 
which involved being scored on tasks such as 
steaming, labelling, window display and stock 
rotation.

It was a great day out for the team as they got 
to meet the volunteers who give up their time 
to support the charity each week.

Annual food festival returns

The many restaurants, bars, cafes and hotels 
of the Colmore Business District will be 
celebrated at a food festival this weekend.

More than 36 exhibitors will be showcasing 
their dishes at the Colmore Food Festival, 
being held in Victoria Square on Friday 5 
and Saturday 6 July from 11am until 7pm. 
Attracting thousands of visitors every year, 
the event promises food, drink, music and 
entertainment.

For further information, visit: https://
colmorebusinessdistrict.com/projects/
colmore-food-festival-2019/

https://colmorebusinessdistrict.com/projects/colmore-food-festival-2019/
https://colmorebusinessdistrict.com/projects/colmore-food-festival-2019/
https://colmorebusinessdistrict.com/projects/colmore-food-festival-2019/

