
Welcome
Welcome to ‘Connecting Sandwell & Dudley’, a 

quarterly newsletter designed to keep those 

working and living in the area up-to-date on the 

progress of the Wednesbury to Brierley Hill Metro 

extension. 

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk
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At a glance

Length of route: 11km 

Proposed frequency: Trams will run 
every six minutes during peak times

Serving Dudley Town Centre and termi-
nating at Brierley Hill

Proposed Tram Stops: 17

Who is in the Midland Metro 
Alliance?

West Midlands Combined Authority,
the design consortium of Egis, Tony 
Gee and Pell Frischmann and 
contractor Colas Rail (supported by 
their sub-alliance partners Colas 
Limited, Barhale, Bouygues UK and 
Auctus Management Group) came 
together to form the alliance in July 
2016. 

The aim of the Midland Metro Alliance 
is to help deliver a lasting legacy, aiding 
social and economic regeneration 
across the region.

Work for Wednesbury to Brierley Hill Metro extension ramping up
Earlier this spring, the West Midlands Combined Authority gave the final green light for the 
development of this much anticipated tram extension.

Over the next six months, those living, working or visiting the Sandwell and Dudley area 
will begin to notice much more activity as work for the tramway gets underway, with utility 
diversions and upgrades in Dudley and a key major structure in Sandwell all due to begin. 

The Midland Metro Alliance and its partners will become much more visible, particularly in 
Dudley town centre, where the majority of the early utility diversions and upgrades will be 
taking place. In Sandwell, the team will predominately be on site in Wednesbury, near the 
Great Western Street tram stop, where a structure linking the WBHE to the existing Line 1 
will commence construction.

The West Midlands Combined Authority will be setting up a compound on Flood Street car 
park in Dudley, in preparation for utility works. Once erected, the compound is scheduled to 
remain in place as a base of site operations for at least the next two years.

As part of the design for the Flood Street area, a new road will be created within the existing 
car park that runs alongside the current one. This will enable the construction team to use 
the current road for both the tram tracks and the Flood Street tram stop. Any gas, water and 
telephony services in the existing pavements will be relocated as work progresses.

In Sandwell, as part of the construction of the Line 1 connection structure, advance utility 
works will take place to move some of the existing utilities out of the path of the scheme, 
with full construction expected to begin in autumn next year.

Utility diversions and upgrades are expected to commence on Castle Hill in summer 2020. 
This will include moving the existing water main that runs under the central reservation into 
the pavement, to enable the tram to run on tracks to be installed in the middle of the road.

In addition to Metro, and as part of the Very Light Rail National Innovation Centre (VLR) 
scheme, construction is due to begin on a retaining wall in the Castle Hill site area before the 
end of the year. This retaining wall has been designed by the VLR in consultation with the 
Metro, as it will help serve both scheme’s requirements. The VLR and the Metro are just two 
of a number of construction schemes taking place in the immediate area, so co-ordinated 
working will be key to the success of all projects.
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Dudley council officers visit Birmingham Westside 
Metro extension works
Officers from Dudley Council had a tour of the Birmingham Westside 
extension to get an idea of how Metro construction might look when 
work gets underway on the Wednesbury to Brierley Hill project later this 
year. 

They were given a tour of Pinfold Street, Paradise Street, Victoria 
Square and Broad Street by Hamish Falconer, Assistant Project 
Manager. The group were shown construction elements including the 
newly installed switch and crossing, which will allow the tram to move 
tracks when in operation, and floating track beds designed to minimise 
noise and vibration when the tram is in service.

Did you know we’re now on Instagram?
You can follow the Midland Metro Alliance across Twitter, Facebook and 
LinkedIn to learn more about the work we’re doing across the region. 
But did you know you can also get more visual updates on our Metro 
development on our new instagram account?

Follow and engage with us at @midlandmetroalliance for the latest 
news and construction photography on all things Metro.

Giving back to the community 
Staff working on the Wednesbury to Brierley Hill Metro extension 
have donated £150 worth of supermarket goods to a local charity that 
supports low-income families in the West Midlands. 

Dozens of non-perishable foods such as pasta and tinned goods as 
well as toiletries were collected by staff for Leslie’s Care Packages, 
which helps the homeless and vulnerable. 

Earlier in the spring, we attended the Invest Dudley: The Time is Now 
event, held as part of the Black Country Business Festival at Dudley 
College and we also went along to Halesowen to be part of a local job 
fair, in the town centre. 

Finally, more recently, we were chatting with local people on Saturday 
3 August at the Just Straight Talk #LinksTogether event at St Paul’s 
Church, on the Hawbush estate, in Brierley Hill.

MMA Graduates go ‘back to school’ to teach light rail 
module
Graduates working at Midland Metro Alliance headed back to school 
in June and July to support students who are learning about urban 
construction. 

It’s the second year that the alliance has taught this mix of classroom 
learning and practical construction experience to students from West 
Midlands University Technical College (WMUTC) in the Black Country. 

Students, aged between 15 – 17, are learning how to install sleepers, 
track-bed elements and innovative technologies which will transform 
light rail in the West Midlands. 

Speaking about the partnership, Rose Rees, Head of Engagement 
and Skills at the Midland Metro Alliance, said: “The students from 
the college learned lots of exciting new skills and were tasked with 
implementing them by designing their own Metro extensions. It’s 
fantastic that they’re made aware that construction is not just 
about building houses or commercial properties but also developing 
knowledge about transport infrastructure.” 

The year 10 and 12 pupils of WMUTC demonstrated their technical 
and design skills during the ten-week programme, which culminated 
with presentations and exhibitions of their work. 

Award trophies were presented in categories including Best Design, 
Best Planned and Most Sustainable. The overall winners won a trip to 
Alton Towers, provided by Midland Metro Alliance partner, Colas Rail 
UK.
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