
We appreciate that everyone will have a 
different journey; the following is to assist 
you to plan ahead:

Five Ways underpass is closed to traffic 
until 2021 as works continue for phase two 
of the Birmingham Westside extension. The 
roundabout, which runs above the underpass, 
will remain open as usual throughout the 
closure as will pedestrian and cyclist access 
through the Five Ways concourse.

Bus services 9, 10, 12, 12A, 13, 13A, 126, 
X8, X10 will not stop along Broad Street 
until spring 2020. Services 23 and 24 have 
also been diverted travelling out of the city. 
Cars, taxis and delivery vehicles will be able 
to access Broad Street between Sheepcote 
Street and Gas Street. 

We recommend that you plan ahead,  
consider using public transport, walking 
or cycling if possible. If you do have to 
travel by car, allow more time for your 
journey and consider travelling off-peak 
if possible. For travel advice, visit: www.
networkwestmidlands.com/keepmoving

Getting Around

Metro extension work this weekWelcome
‘Westside Weekly’ is a newsletter designed to 
keep those working and living in the area up-to-
date on the progress of the Birmingham Westside 
Metro extension, which is being designed and 
delivered by the Midland Metro Alliance on behalf 
of Transport for West Midlands (TfWM).

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk

How can I get further 
information?

Alternatively, you can follow: 
company/midland-metro-alliance
@midlandtram
Midland Metro Alliance
@midlandmetroalliance
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Broad Street
Excavation works for the tram stop foundation 
have commenced, while more progress has 
been made on the installation of ducting and 
the removal of concrete and the redundant 
road surface and base.

Five Ways underpass
Concrete has been poured on the Birmingham 
bound line for the track base and also for 
the kerb race on which the kerb will be laid. 
Meanwhile, good progress has continued on 
the Edgbaston bound line with more rails 
being welded into place and the installation of 
kerbing.

Ikon Gallery launches 2020 exhibition 
programme

Art enthusiasts gathered at the Ikon Gallery 
to hear all about its exciting plans for 2020 
– 21.

Director Jonathan Watkins gave guests an 
insight into the many upcoming exhibitions 
and events that will be held at the gallery.

The Ikon is dedicated to showcasing the very 
best British and international contemporary 
art and its new programme is set not to 
disappoint.

Highlights include an exhibition of work 
by Birmingham–born artist John Newling, 
exploring the natural world and social and 
economic systems, and Australian artist 
Yhonnie Scarce, who works with glass to 
explore the political nature and aesthetic 
qualities of the material. There will also be 
work from artists who featured in exhibitions 
and other projects at the gallery from 1989 
– 1997.

Situated in Brindleyplace, the gallery is just 
a stone’s throw away from the Library tram 
stop and offers a wide variety of arts and 
culture. 

For more information about the programme 
visit ikon-gallery.org

Children invited to get creative for 
hoarding competition

Children are being invited to get creative as 
part of a competition launched by the Midland 
Metro Alliance.

The Careers in Construction contest is open 
to schools in Birmingham with classes being 
asked to create their own construction 
worker.

The Midland Metro Alliance is a proud 
member of the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme and the competition is a great 
way for children to be a part of the Metro 
extension works taking place in the city. 

The top five creations will be featured 
on hoarding panels in the city centre and 
competition winners will be invited to see 
their artwork on display.

Schools interested in taking part will 
need to register their interest by emailing 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk by 
Friday 21 February.

Young people find out how to build a new 
career in construction

Young people had the chance to try out 
the latest cutting-edge technology in the 
construction sector at an event organised 
by the West Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA).

As part of National Apprenticeship Week, 
the WMCA held the first Plant Construction 
Careers Live event at Millennium Point, 
Birmingham to raise awareness of the variety 
of careers within the sector.

Visitors had a go on plant simulators, watched 
demonstrations of the latest machinery and 
found out about new emerging jobs, such 
as drone pilots, and how virtual reality and 
robotics are being used in the construction 
sector.Credit: Jas Sansi


