
We appreciate that everyone 
will have a different journey; the 
following is to assist you to plan 
ahead:

Five Ways underpass is closed 
to traffic until 2021 as works 
continue for phase two of the 
Birmingham Westside extension. 
The roundabout, which runs above 
the underpass, will remain open 
as usual throughout the closure as 
will pedestrian and cyclist access 
through the Five Ways concourse.

Bus services 9, 10, 12, 12A, 13, 
13A, 126, X8, X10 will not stop 
along Broad Street until spring 
2020. Services 23 and 24 have 
also been diverted travelling out 
of the city. Cars, taxis and delivery 
vehicles will be able to access 
Broad Street via Gas Street. 

For the latest updates on 
bus, train or tram services, 
visit: wmnetwork.co.uk/
networkoverview

Getting Around

Metro extension work this weekWelcome
‘Westside Weekly’ is a newsletter designed to keep 
those working and living in the area up-to-date on 
the progress of the Birmingham Westside Metro 
extension, which is being designed and delivered by the 
Midland Metro Alliance on behalf of Transport for West 
Midlands (TfWM).

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk

How can I get further 
information?

Alternatively, you can follow: 
company/midland-metro-alliance
@midlandtram
Midland Metro Alliance
@midlandmetroalliance
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Asphalt installation marks key milestone
Asphalt has been laid at Five Ways underpass 
marking another key milestone for the project.

A total of 511m2 of road surface has been 
installed earlier this week as the project moves 
closer to completion. The underpass closed to 
traffic in late spring 2019 to allow the Metro 
works to take place.

Paul Brown, Construction Director for the 
Midland Metro Alliance, said of the milestone: 
“Although there was a pause in activity earlier 
in the month as we awaited guidance related to 
site operating procedures during the Covid-19 
outbreak, we’re pleased that we’re continuing 
to deliver key milestones in a safe manner 
which help keep the project progressing.” 

It follows the installation and welding of track, 
which is now 80 per cent complete in this 
section. 

West Midlands recovery plan for Covid-19 
to be drawn up
A recovery action plan is to be drawn up 
specifically tailored to help the West Midlands 
economy bounce back quickly once lockdown 
restrictions start to be lifted.

Political and business leaders have announced 
they are working together to form a bespoke 
strategy capable of securing an effective and 
long-lasting economic recovery.

A West Midlands Regional Economic 
Development Institute (WM REDI) report 
presented to the Economic Impact Group, 
which brings together business leaders, 
central government, banks, trade unions, and 
local authorities, including the West Midlands 
Combined Authority, suggests:

• The West Midlands could be the hardest hit 
region in the UK, according to new research by 
the Centre for Progressive Policy

• Surrounding shires with strong tourism and 
hospitality sectors face being hit harder by 
the lockdown than the metropolitan area – 
Stratford’s economy could shrink by nearly half 
(46%) compared to 35% in Birmingham in the 
second quarter 

To help manage the impact on the West 
Midlands, the Covid-19 EIG is putting in place 
a number of immediate actions while the long-
term recovery plan is drawn up.

These include relaying crucial information to 
central Government and challenging regional 
banks to get as much money out of the door as 
possible to support local businesses and SMEs.

We wish all our readers a happy, and safe, 
Bank Holiday weekend. Westside Weekly 
will resume on Friday 15 May 2020

Hyatt Regency to O Bar
Much progress has been made on excavation 
works and the installation of stone, while 
stage one concrete has also been poured this 
week. Utility works have also taken place to 
locate underground services. 

Jurys Inn to Sainsbury’s 
Stone installation works have now been 
completed in this section with the area now 
ready for concrete to be poured. 

Lee Longlands to Cineworld
Work to install ducting for the tram stop and 
traction power has continued outside of the 
Moda Living development. Concrete pours for 
the kerb have also moved forward this week 
together with excavation works for the tie-in 
of newly laid tram track at Cineworld.  

Cineworld to Morrisons
Great progress has been made in this section 
with asphalt now installed in areas and these 
works are set to continue over the coming 
days. More details can be found in the story 
below.


