
We appreciate that everyone will have a different 

journey; the following is to assist you to plan ahead:

Five Ways underpass is closed to traffic until 2021 

as works continue for phase two of the Birmingham 

Westside extension. The roundabout, which runs above 

the underpass, will remain open as usual throughout 

the closure as will pedestrian and cyclist access 

through the Five Ways concourse.

Bus services 9, 10, 12, 12A, 13, 13A, 126, X8, X10 

will not stop along Broad Street until later in 2020. 

Services 23 and 24 have also been diverted travelling 

out of the city. Cars, taxis and delivery vehicles will be 

able to access Broad Street via Gas Street. 

From Monday 22 June 2020 there will be no access to 

Francis Road from Hagley Road until Friday 26 June. 

Vehicles will still be able to exit Francis Road directly 

onto Hagley Road during this time and clearly signed 

diversion routes will be in place to assist drivers.

Only use public transport if you have no other travel 

options. This keeps the services safe and available for 

those who need them most. 

If you do need to travel by public transport during 

this time, you can get the latest updates on bus, 

train or tram services by visiting: wmnetwork.co.uk/

networkoverview

Getting Around

Metro extension work this weekWelcome
‘Westside Weekly’ is a newsletter designed to keep 
those working and living in the area up-to-date on 
the progress of the Birmingham Westside Metro 
extension, which is being designed and delivered by the 
Midland Metro Alliance on behalf of Transport for West 
Midlands (TfWM).

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk

How can I get further 
information?

Alternatively, you can follow: 
company/midland-metro-alliance
@midlandtram
Midland Metro Alliance
@midlandmetroalliance
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Hyatt Regency to O Bar
Excavation works have begun over the canal 
bridge in order to prepare the bridge deck 
for track work. Meanwhile more ducting has 
been installed this week with good progress 
made.

O Bar to Jurys Inn
Stage one concrete has been poured on 
the west side of the canal bridge, while 
excavation has continued and is now 50 per 
cent complete in this section.

Jurys Inn to Sainsbury’s
Concrete has been poured for the 
foundations of the Brindleyplace tram stop 
towards the city centre and more progress 
has been made on excavation works for the 
tram stop towards Five Ways.

Lee Longlands to Cineworld
More work has taken place to install ducting 
and chambers, while drainage connections 
to the interface with Cineworld have been 
completed.  Meanwhile asphalt has been laid 
across the central portions of road within 
this section. 

Cineworld to Morrisons
Works to install the Francis Road splitter 
island are now complete, with just the nose 
of the kerb left to install. Good progress 
continues to be made on the concrete pours 
for the concrete shoulders which are now 85 
per cent complete.

All work being undertaken is done so with 
strict adherence to the latest government 
guidelines on social distancing and site 
operating procedures for the construction 
industry. All scheduled work is also subject 
to change, in light of the ongoing Covid-19 
situation.

Hoarding panels to be removed as works 
ramp up
A number of solid hoarding panels will be 
removed along Broad Street as extension works 
to Edgbaston continue to gather pace.

The panels have already been taken down 
between Hyatt Regency and O Bar with further 
hoarding due to be removed between Lee 
Longlands and Cineworld in the coming days. 
They will be replaced with mesh panels, allowing 
those making essential journeys in the area to see 
the progress that has been made to date, as well 
as the future works taking place.

The removal of the hoarding is also necessary to 
allow for a significant concrete pour set to start 
along Broad Street in the coming weeks. Further 
details on this will follow in next week’s issue 
of Westside Weekly and a notice will be sent to 
residents and businesses in the coming days 
notifying them of the works.

Since the hoarding panels were installed last 
year, along with targeted social media campaigns, 
they have been used to promote the array of 
businesses and the vibrant nightlife in the area, 
while maps of the city have helped visitors to 
navigate their way around.
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Noise levels during construction
As construction on the project continues to progress there are 
some aspects of our work that create an unavoidable element 
of noise both during the day and at certain times at night. This 
has perhaps been much more noticeable of late with less traffic 
on the road and the area’s vibrant bars and clubs temporarily 
closing due to lockdown restrictions. 

All of our work is undertaken in line with national standards 
relating to noise and disruption. In agreement with Birmingham 
City Council, some discreet night work is allowed (for example, 
moving plant, unloading materials etc.) and noise monitors are 
in place across the areas in which we are working.

We aim to give as much advance notice of works as possible 
and will highlight, in particular, if any planned activities are likely 
to create levels of noise and dust above those which are usual.

We apologise for any convenience our works may cause and 
should you wish to discuss this, or any other matter involving 
the project further, please do not hesitate to get touch with our 
dedicated Stakeholder Liaison Officer, Shervorne Brown, on the 
details below. 

Send in your questionnaires – a reminder
Businesses are being reminded to complete a questionnaire which will help the Midland Metro 
Alliance understand the reopening strategies of the many and varied businesses in the area and 
to make the transition back to work for staff and customers as smooth as possible.

If you are a key contact for a business in the Westside area, you should have received a 
questionnaire from our stakeholder liaison officer recently. Please return your completed 
questionnaires to Shervorne.brown@metroalliance.co.uk as soon as possible.

Green recovery plan for the West Midlands unveiled
An ambitious plan to help the region recover from the economic impact of Covid-19 while making 
it a greener and healthier place to live and work, has been given the go-ahead.

The blueprint - WM2041: A Programme for Implementing an Environmental Recovery – has been 
approved by the WMCA board.

The plan for a green recovery builds on an existing commitment #WM2041 to make the West 
Midlands carbon neutral by 2041.

The strategy sets out how the West Midlands can rebuild its economy in a way that drives green 
and inclusive growth, so that all the region’s diverse communities and its environment can benefit 
from the post-Covid-19 recovery.

The paper sets out a range of initiatives from small-scale through to potentially region-wide and 
complex schemes, that will be implemented over different timescales but starting now.

These include:

• Retrofitting old and cold homes to make them more energy efficient and help tackle fuel poverty

• Accelerating the transition of the region’s automotive industry to electric vehicles

• Rolling out charging infrastructure for electric vehicles at scale

• Announcing a green innovation challenge for SMEs to find solutions for some of our climate 
change challenges

• Supporting the growth of green neighbourhoods and natural capital; and

• Active transport initiatives, for example pop-up cycle lanes and widened pavements.

Citizens’ Panel to help guide Covid-19 recovery
A new Citizens’ Panel has been set up to help guide the West 
Midlands’ recovery from Covid-19.

The group, which is made up of 36 people representing the 
diverse make-up of the region, will spend the next month 
learning about the impact of coronavirus on communities and 
will help guide what recovery plans should focus on. 

The initiative will complement the ongoing economic recovery 
work being spearheaded by the West Midlands Economic 
Impact Group which brings together business leaders, central 
government, banks, trade unions and local authorities.

The Citizens’ Panel has been commissioned by the West 
Midlands Recovery Co-ordination Group (RCG) - a collaboration 
of senior officials from the region’s local authorities, emergency 
services and Local Enterprise Partnerships. 

The panel will share their experiences, consider evidence on 
impacts from expert witnesses, and deliberate over challenging 
trade-offs, before putting forward a set of recommendations 
to the RCG.


