
We appreciate that everyone will have a different 

journey; the following is to assist you to plan ahead:

Five Ways underpass is closed to traffic until 2021 

as works continue for phase two of the Birmingham 

Westside extension. The roundabout, which runs above 

the underpass, will remain open as usual throughout the 

closure as will pedestrian and cyclist access through the 

Five Ways concourse.

Bus services 9, 10, 12, 12A, 13, 13A, 126, X8, X10 will 

not stop along Broad Street until later in 2020. Services 

23 and 24 have also been diverted travelling out of the 

city. Cars, taxis and delivery vehicles will be able to access 

Broad Street via Gas Street. 

There will be no access to Francis Road from Hagley 

Road until Friday 10 July. Vehicles will still be able to exit 

Francis Road directly onto Hagley Road during this time 

and clearly signed diversion routes will be in place to 

assist drivers.

Only use public transport if you have no other travel 

options. This keeps the services safe and available for 

those who need them most. 

If you do need to use public transport during this time, 

you can get the latest updates on bus, train or tram 

services by visiting: wmnetwork.co.uk/networkoverview

The busiest times to travel are changing as lockdown 

eases, so check with operators before you make your 

journey.

Getting Around

Metro extension work this weekWelcome
‘Westside Weekly’ is a newsletter designed to keep 
those working and living in the area up-to-date on 
the progress of the Birmingham Westside Metro 
extension, which is being designed and delivered by the 
Midland Metro Alliance on behalf of Transport for West 
Midlands (TfWM).

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk

How can I get further 
information?

Alternatively, you can follow: 
company/midland-metro-alliance
@midlandtram
Midland Metro Alliance
@midlandmetroalliance
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Hyatt Regency to O Bar
Waterproofing works have taken place on 
the canal bridge and concrete has been 
poured for the base of the track. Meanwhile, 
progress continues to be made on the 
installation of ducting.

Jurys Inn to Sainsbury’s
Tests to evaluate the strength of the road 
have been passed this week and stage one 
concrete poured. More work has also taken 
place on the installation of ducting.  

Lee Longlands to Cineworld
This week, concrete has been poured along 
the length of this section (see story for 
more details) while rail drainage, drainage 
manholes and shuttering have also been 
installed.

All work being undertaken is done so with strict 

adherence to the latest government guidelines on 

social distancing and site operating procedures for 

the construction industry. All scheduled work is also 

subject to change, in light of the ongoing Covid-19 

situation.

Major first achieved with completion of 
largest concrete pour
A major first has been achieved on the 
Birmingham Westside Metro extension following 
the successful completion of the largest, 
continuous concrete pour on the project.

Time-lapse footage released today shows a 
total area of over 230m of concrete being laid 
along Broad Street, between Lee Longlands and 
Cineworld, in one effort as works to install the 
foundation for the new tram track to Edgbaston 
took a significant step forward.

The footage can be viewed here: https://vimeo.
com/432446970/5c7315b958

The key engineering feat took 10 hours for 
the Midland Metro Alliance to complete, four 
hours ahead of schedule, beginning at 6am on 
Wednesday 24 June. A fleet of six trucks per hour 
from construction material supplier Aggregate 
Industries’ local network of plants were used to 
deliver 55 loads, equating to 360m3 of concrete.

It is the second major milestone to be reached on 
the project in 2020 following the laying of track 
and asphalt in Five Ways underpass earlier this 
year, marking another clear sign that the main 
construction is moving closer to completion.

Blueprint unveiled to kickstart the West 
Midlands’ economic recovery
A blueprint to kickstart the West Midlands 
economy and create long-term prosperity 
for the region and wider UK has been put to 
Government.

With research suggesting the region could 
be hit harder than most by the Covid-19 
lockdown, Kickstarting the West Midlands 
Economy: Our Investment Case to Government 
sets out the immediate actions needed to 
stimulate economy in the short term, in ways 
that will also support a long-term sustainable 
recovery that is both green and more inclusive.

The region’s political, business, and trade 
union leaders, who have collectively drawn up 
the investment plan, called on Government to 
work with them to reset, rebuild and recharge 
the West Midlands.

Highly commended for Transport award
The Midland Metro Alliance along with Transport 
for West Midlands and Birmingham City Council 
have been highly commended for an award that 
recognises the value of transport planning in 
achieving positive outcomes for the benefit of 
the public.

The organisations received the recognition in the 
Transport Planning category of the annual CIHT 
Awards for their work in reducing the adverse 
impact of transport on the local community 
during the closure of Five Ways underpass last 
year.


