
We appreciate that everyone will have a 
different journey; the following is to assist you 
to plan ahead:

Five Ways underpass is closed to traffic 
until 2021 as works continue for phase two 
of the Birmingham Westside extension. The 
roundabout, which runs above the underpass, 
will remain open as usual throughout the closure 
as will pedestrian and cyclist access through the 
Five Ways concourse.

Bus services 9, 10, 12, 12A, 13, 13A, 126, X8, 
X10 will not stop along Broad Street until later 
in 2020. Services 23 and 24 have also been 
diverted travelling out of the city. Cars, taxis and 
delivery vehicles will be able to access Broad 
Street via Gas Street. 

A short footpath diversion is in place adjacent to 
Walkabout as paving works continue. Access to 
all properties is being maintained at all times.

To ensure the best possible outcome for your 
journey, you should travel off peak where 
possible or consider walking or cycling to your 
destination.

If you do need to use public transport during 
this time, you can get the latest updates on bus, 
train or tram services by visiting: wmnetwork.
co.uk/networkoverview

The busiest times to travel are changing as 
lockdown eases, so check with operators before 
you make your journey.

Getting Around

Metro extension work this week Metro extension work 
to come

Welcome
‘Westside Weekly’ is a newsletter designed to keep 
those working and living in the area up-to-date on 
the progress of the Birmingham Westside Metro 
extension, which is being designed and delivered by the 
Midland Metro Alliance on behalf of Transport for West 
Midlands (TfWM).

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk

How can I get further 
information?

Alternatively, you can follow: 
company/midland-metro-alliance
@midlandtram
Midland Metro Alliance
@midlandmetroalliance
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Hyatt Regency to O Bar
Kerbing works for the splitter island, which 
separates traffic in opposite directions, 
have been completed this week. Meanwhile, 
60 per cent of rail has been installed in this 
section and good progress has continued 
on the paving works outside Walkabout 
and O Bar with these works expected to be 
completed in the coming days.

O Bar to Jurys Inn 
Following the lifting of traffic restrictions, 
the construction team has continued to 
assist with the traffic flow from Gas Street 
which allows vehicles to access Broad Street 
in one loop. 

Jurys Inn to Sainsbury’s
Preparations for the base course layer of the 
road, which sits underneath the surface, have 
been completed ready for asphalt to be laid 
next week.

MODA Living to Cineworld
Works to install paving at the Ryland Street 
junction have been completed with these 
works, together with the installation of 
overhead line equipment, now moving to 
Bishopsgate Street following the closure of 
the road.

Cineworld to Morrisons
This week, works to lay the final road surface 
have been completed. 

Hyatt Regency to O Bar
Over the next month, track installation will 
be completed in this section and the new rail 
will be connected to the track at Centenary 
Square. Paving to the front of Walkabout and 
O Bar will also be completed.

O Bar to Jurys Inn 
The foundations for the overhead line 
equipment will be completed.

Jurys Inn to Sainsbury’s
Excavation works and concrete pours for the 
Brindleyplace tram stop will get underway 
over the next month.

MODA Living to Cineworld
The installation of paving, tree pits and 
kerbing will take place in the coming weeks.

Cineworld to Morrisons
Further surfacing works will be carried out in 
small areas.

Successful tests on UK first grass track system
Key tests have been carried out to reduce construction timescales when attractive grass covered 
track is laid at the Birmingham West terminus later this year - using a system that will be the first 
of its kind in the UK.

The MMA construction team has used an area of the EMR scrapyard in Wolverhampton to carry 
out equipment trials to help improve the future installation process.

The green track will be formed with pre-cast concrete units used as the rail support, which will be 
infilled with soil to achieve a high quality vegetation on the surface and will be the first time this 
process has been used in the UK.

A total of 100m of double grass track will be laid at the Hagley Road terminus and when installed 
it will not only provide social and economic benefits but also improve the aesthetics of the area 
for residents, businesses and visitors.

Marta Gasch, Lead Track Engineer for the project, said: “The mock-up installation was carried out 
successfully and will help us to reduce the risk of unknowns when we lay the pre-cast track on 
site. As this is a new system for the Midland Metro Alliance and the first time grass track using 
this method has been installed in the UK, a site acceptance test also needed to take place in 
order to assess the rail interfaces with the system elements.”

She added: “Embedding the track in grass is a great addition to the project as it requires less 
concrete to be used which will improve the sustainable value of the extension.”




