
We appreciate that everyone will have a different 

journey; the following is to assist you to plan 

ahead:

As works progress, Railway Drive will remain closed 

and will be accessible to permit holders only.

Pedestrian access is being maintained at all times. 

However, as it is a live work site, predestrian routes 

may change periodically as the work progresses.

Traffic restrictions will be in  place on Pipers Row 

from Bilston Street island (into city) on Monday 9 

May and Tuesday 10 May between 10pm and 5am. 

Shortly after, Bilston Street will be closed to 

vehicular traffic from Sunday 12 June for 

approximately seven days. This will involve the 

closure of the right hand turn into Pipers Row from 

Sunday 12 June until Tuesday 14 June between 

9pm and 4am, followed by lane restrictions for the 

remaining four days. (See page two for more 

details)

There will be no pedestrian or vehicular access on 

Pipers Row on 15 and 16 May between 12:30am 

and 4:30am as work to connect overhead lines to 

Line One begins.

If you do need to use public transport during this time, 

you can get the latest updates on bus, train or tram 

services by visiting: 

wmnetwork.co.uk/networkoverview

Getting Around

Welcome
Welcome to ‘Tramsforming Wolverhampton’, a
newsletter designed to keep those working and
living in the area up-to-date on the progress of
the Wolverhampton City Centre Metro extension,
which is being designed and delivered by the
Midland Metro Alliance on behalf of Transport for
West Midlands (TfWM).

For further information or to view past issues 
of the newsletter please visit:
www.metroalliance.co.uk 

or email: 
communications@metroalliance.co.uk

How can I get further 
information?

Alternatively, you can follow: 
company/midland-metro-alliance
@midlandtram
Midland Metro Alliance
@midlandmetroalliance
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Final stages of construction underway 

The final stages of construction are underway in Railway Plaza and Pipers Row.  

Our teams are currently carrying out the remaining elements of construction, which will include 

connecting track laid last year in Railway Plaza to rail previously installed in Pipers Row. The 

Metro extension will open to passenger services later this summer.

Activity began in March and since then you may have noticed an increase to the site boundary on 

Railway Drive to allow track laying, paving and finishing works to commence. A clearly marked 

walkway is in place to allow easy access in and out of the station building.

Paul Brown, Project Director at the Midland Metro Alliance, said: “This final stage of works 

signals a really important step in the project. We do appreciate that our works can cause 

disruption and we will continue to work closely with the City of Wolverhampton Council, 

Transport for West Midlands and railway organisations to minimise impact wherever possible.”

Jonny Wiseman, Customer Experience Director for West Midlands Railway, added: “The 

Wolverhampton Interchange project is already making a real difference for people in the city. 

We have already welcomed back thousands of passengers to the railway and we look forward to 

this next milestone in the project. I would like to reassure our customers that the fantastic new 

railway station will remain freely accessible while these important Metro works are completed.”

Further activity will take place for the Metro development throughout the spring and summer 

months, including finishing works along Pipers Row (see story on page 2).  
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Motorists advised to plan ahead

With the project now in its final stages, further 
traffic changes will be implemented on Pipers 
Row and Bilston Street over the coming weeks 
as works to lay a new road surface get 
underway.

Our dedicated Stakeholder Liaison Officer, 
Shervorne Brown, will be in touch with further 
details as they become available.

Meanwhile, Bilston Street is set to be closed 
from Sunday 12 June for approximately seven 
days. This will involve the closure of the right 
hand turn into Pipers Row from Sunday 12 
June until Tuesday 14 June between 9pm and 
4am, followed by lane restrictions for the 
remaining four days.

The upcoming activities will be carried out at 
night to minimise disruption for road users.

Mariane Djedje, Project Manager, said: “We 
have continued to make significant progress 
on the project and it is exciting to see the 
finishing touches being made to the scheme. 
People will soon be able to take advantage of 
the many benefits the extension will bring to 
the area when it opens for passenger services.”

A clearly signed diversion route will be in place 
to assist drivers while the resurfacing works 
take place. Those travelling to and from the 
area are being advised to use real-time 
information and live updates provided by West 
Midlands Roads to help keep the travelling 
public moving.

Mark Corbin, Director of Network Resilience 
for TfWM, said: “It is imperative that the 
travelling public are able to continue their 
journeys while the Metro construction is 
underway, which is why we continue to work 
closely with the Midland Metro Alliance to help 
keep Wolverhampton moving. We understand 
that any disruption to the network can have an 
impact on travel and we advise road users 
travelling to and from Wolverhampton to 
check for live updates while these works are 
carried out.”

Project recognised in Considerate Constructors 
scheme 
The project team are celebrating after receiving an 
‘excellent’ rating in the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme. 

The project scored a rating of 40 out of 45 for 
continuing to show respect to the community and 
local businesses, its ‘excellent’ support of charities 
as well as efforts to minimise the environmental 
impact during site preparation and works, with judges 
praising the project’s positive ethos towards waste 
management and energy usage. The project also 
scored an excellent rating for valuing the workforce.

Martin Ponter, Delivery Manager, said: “We are 
delighted to have received an excellent rating. Well 
done to all involved who have worked hard to ensure 
this standard.”

Slime bath challenge for Ukraine
An MMA Construction Manager found himself in a sticky 
situation when he dived into a slime bath in aid of charity. 

Jamie Brownhill plunged himself into the tub filled with the 
green gooey substance as part of West Midlands Trains’ 
fundraising event for Ukraine. 

He joined railway staff and other volunteers to take it 
in turns to sit in the bathtub at Wolverhampton Railway 
station concourse, where he had to retrieve a number of 
items while blindfolded. 

Visitors to the station were invited to donate spare change 
or buy a raffle ticket with prizes including train tickets and 
shopping vouchers. All proceeds from the event will be 
donated to the Disasters Emergency Committee Ukraine 
Appeal.

Meanwhile, Staff at the alliance have helped donate 
essential items to support Ukrainian refugees. They 
stepped in to donate nappies, toiletries and other 
essentials to help those in need following a plea by Dudley 
Community Church. 

The items were delivered to refugee camps on the Polish-
Ukrainian Border by representatives of the congregation.

Support for victims of domestic violence
Generous staff donated essential items to a 
Wolverhampton charity that supports women and 
children who have been subjected to domestic 
violence.

They helped to buy household staples including duvet 
covers, toothpaste, toothbrushes and food for the 
Haven, which will donate it to the women and children 
they are supporting to live independently.
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Youngsters given insight into careers in rail and construction

The Midland Metro Alliance has been hosting groups of young people so they can 
learn more about our works and the career opportunities that exist within the rail and 
construction sectors. 

The pupils, who attend alternative provision schools, have been taking part in a 
number of fun activities, aimed at testing their engagement, as they learn more about 
the sector. 

Rose Rees, MMA’s Head of Engagement & Skills, said: “We were approached by Black 
Country Consortium to collaborate on a research project helping alternative provision 
schools in the Black Country access career information by visiting the workplace and 
engaging in activities. The first workshop was a success and the students participated 
in all the activities. Teaching staff said it was the best workshop they attended.”

Update on service suspension 
Works to restore the West Midlands Metro services have 
been progressing and Midland Metro Limited now expects 
to be in a position to resume passenger services by the 
end of May 2022. 

Alongside the manufacturer, CAF, they have now 
completed a detailed assessment of the tram fleet and 
begun a schedule of works to replace cracked body panels 
that will enable trams to return to service as quickly as 
possible. Midland Metro Limited (MML) has required the 
manufacturer to replace the panels rather than repair 
the existing ones to ensure the future reliability and 
robustness of the service. 

While works are well underway at the Wednesbury 
depot, further steps are being taken to accelerate the 
repair programme, including securing additional ‘off site’ 
workshop facilities. 

Additional engineers from across the UK and overseas 
have been brought in to carry out these specialist panel 
replacements. 

The new tram fleet continues to be tested and will be 
running through the network to ensure they are ready for 
when the service recommences. 

MML said it apologised for the “ongoing inconvenience”, 
adding that it shared the “frustration of our customers at 
this suspension in services”.

Full £1.3 billion West Midlands transport investment programme confirmed 
The Department for Transport (DfT) has confirmed a £1.05 billion grant to transform road, bus, 
rail, tram, cycling and walking infrastructure across the West Midlands. 

The City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) money, topped up with local funding, 
will deliver £1.3 billion investment over the next five years. 

West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) leaders have already drawn up a priority list 
of schemes to drive the decarbonisation of transport, target investment into areas of poor 
connectivity and support inclusive economic growth. 

The programme has been developed by Transport for West Midlands (TfWM), which is part of the 
WMCA, in close partnership with local councils. Last month the WMCA Board gave the green light 
to the first four projects. Today’s funding confirmation means work on these can now start. The 
projects are: 

• £24 million to seek sites for, plan and deliver a network of 10 electric vehicle charging stations 
across the West Midlands

• £43 million to extend the West Midlands Metro depot at Wednesbury to service the region’s 
growing tram fleet and network – including the extension to Dudley in 2024. 

• £17 million to replace and upgrade the Metro power supply on the existing Wolverhampton to 
Birmingham line for the first time since it opened 22 years ago. 

• £56 million to deliver phase two of the Sprint bus priority corridor with more bus lanes and 
junction upgrades along the full route between Solihull and Walsall. Phase one along the A34 and 
A45 in Birmingham is nearing completion. 

The grant includes funding for the development of new bus lanes and priority routes. Around £254 
million will go directly towards schemes which enable active travel, the collective name for cycling 
and walking.
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